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CHESTERTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


PuBLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 
County HALL, 
HosBson STREET, 


CAMBRIDGE. 


June, 1948. 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
Chesterton Rural District Council. 


LaDIES AND GENTLEMEN, 


I present for your consideration my Annual Report for 
the year 1947 on the Health, Sanitary Conditions and vital 
Statistics of the Chesterton Rural District. There are no 
immediately urgent matters to which it is necessary to draw 
attention. ‘The General Health of the population has so far 
been well maintained. 


ARTHUR MORGAN, 
Medical Officer of Health. 


GENERAL STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 


Area” * uae mot wk of ... 111,692 acres 
Number of Parishes... site oi ee “sh 53 
Estimated Resident Population ... ict be ak 34,350 
Rateable Value Py. ae ane £135,933 
Sum represented by a Penny Rate , rr £546 
Number of Inhabited Houses according to the Rate Books ... 10,535 


The district is agricultural in character and the main occupations are 
those associated with farming, fruit growing, jam making, etc. 


EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 
Live Births :— 


Total Male Female 
Legitimate a Use eGrS 310 305 
Illegitimate oe a 36 2 13 
Totals .:. 651 333 318 
Birth rate per thousand estimated population... 18.9 
Birth rate per thousand population (England and Wales) 20.5 
Stillbirths :— 
Total Male Female 
Legitimate oe es 8. e 4 
Illegitimate 3 $06 1 1 - 
Totals... 9 5 4 
Rate per thousand total (Live and Stilibirths) see 13.6 
Deaths :— 
Total Male Female 
480 253 227 
Death rate per thousand estimated population 13.9 
Death rate per thousand population (England and Wales) 12.0 
Deaths from Puerperal Causes: 
(a) Puerperal Sepsis... Me aa oe Nil 
(6) Other Maternal Causes se es 1 
Rate per thousand (Live and Stillbirths) oe Ge 15 
Deaths of Infants under one year of age: 
Total Male Female 
Legitimate Se a 20 10 10 
Illegitimate De = Z ~ 2 
Totals... 22 10 IZ 
Death rate of Infants under one year of age: — 
All Infants per thousand live births 334 
Legitimate Infants per thousand Legitimate Live Births a25 
Illegitimate Infants per thousand Illegitimate Live Births B5s5 
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ae sat - 81 
2 


>a, <aiiy 


Deaths from Measles (all ages) we Nil 

Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) 1 

Deaths from Influenza (all ages) 2 

Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years) .. 5 
Births and Death rates for the last six years as ‘compared 

with the year under review: — 

Pose 1042 = 1993, 1944 . 1945 1946 . 1947 

Birth rate rg 06.6) 15:80, 7 1940-9 18:2: 19.2. 18.9 

Death rate ee lor OA D1. 13.0 6 14 _ 13.9 

Ciassification of Deaths under Age Groups 
Ages Male Female Total 

Under 1 year 2 ai 10 12 22 

1 and under 2 Bh. cag if 1 5 

BEES > § Bae at - - - 

ate ee 5 iM: ne 4 - 4 

ee se 25 ae val 5 4 9 

2 6 eae) a chy. 10 3 13 

oi 45 ae He | 5 12 

Se tai OD he op 12 8 20 

Bnd yh 5s 0D Ee ine 36 28 64 

65 ie pe a 64 67 131 

75 and over AE ee 101 99 200 

Totals Ese we 253 227 480 


GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES 
FOR THE AREA 


PusLic HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE AUTHORITY: — 


Medical Officer of Health: —A whole-time Officer who also 
acts for all the Rural Districts in the County. 

Sanitary Inspectors: —The normal staff consists of a Chief 
Sanitary Inspector and two qualified district Inspectors. 


LABORATORY FACILITIES: — 


Chemical analyses and bacteriological examinations of water, 
etc., are-made by the Public Analyst at Cambridge. Specimens for 
bacteriological examination in connection with infectious diseases 
are sent to the Emergency Public Health Laboratory, Cambridge. 
Samples of milk are examined at the School of Agriculture, Uni- 
versity of Cambridge. 


HOspPITALs: -—— 


Cases of infectious disease are treated at the Cambridge 
Borough Isolation Hospital by agreement. The Oakington Isola- 
tion Hospital was closed in February, 1938, and has since been 
taken over by the Cambridgeshire County Council for use as a 
smallpox hospital! in the event of an emergency. 

So far as general hospitals dre concerned, Addenbrookes 
Hospital, Cambridge, deals with the majority of cases from this 
area. 


The only hospitals in the area are the Mental Hospital at 
Fulbourn and that for the treatment of Tuberculosis in connection 
with Papworth Colony. 


SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA 


In common with most other authorities, the Department has been 
required to undertake a good deal of work not normally met with in the 
public health field. Additional duties included the administration of the 
Mayor’s Fenland Relief Fund, distribution of gift food parcels, requisition- 
ing and advisory work in connection with the control of civil building. The 
work of the Department has also been somewhat handicapped by the limita- 
tion of transport facilities (only two-cars being available for three sanitary 
inspectors). However, with the exception of housing, where improvement is 
largely governed by the speed with which new accommodation can be made 
available, good* progress has been made, particularly in connection with 
public cleansing and premises where food is manufactured, prepared or sold. 

The following is a summary of the inspections carried out during 


1947: — 

GENERAL SANITATION: — 
Total Inspection recorded aoe dia a vs Deep 
Water Supply we ar a ean a Fee. 
Drainage = ak ae en 2 oa 918 
Piggeries, etc. oe sa an isa wa 1 
Fried Fish Shops ee te Sa ue Si 6 
Moveable mig rs a4 Sk ae wat 90 
Factories B se es ey zat ie 81 
Bakehouses af ste cf. A a it 47 
Public Halls, ete. Jd i bee ee re 36 
Refuse Collection bes i ee dca 163 
Refuse Disposal—tips, etc. se a =e wht 263 
Schools see oe im at oA sa 7 
Shops with ae iM ss 18 
Miscellaneous Sanitary visits oF a a aa 215 
Dangerous Buildings _... ze ar ai 2s 15 
Burial Grounds ct th oe oe ost 14 
Licensed Premises ae ws AP of. a 87 
Flood Relief... X. bs i 5 aS 103 

HOUSING: — 
Houses Inspected under Public Health Acts e. 178 
Visits paid to above houses - iss hes ret 336 
Houses Inspected under Housing Acts sit 323 bg 133 
Visits paid to above houses oF ea ed cab 195 
Visits re overcrowding... ee Soa i. ee 27 
Verminous premises inspected he be ae sie of 
Revisits in connection with above ... a oe. 2 8 
Miscellaneous housing visits val Sih Ses ae 144 
Visits re Requisitioning—squatters, etc. ... w en 410 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES: — 
Inquiries made re cases of infectious disease *f, fe 42 
Visits re disinfection... me ae ae sh 38 
Miscellaneous visits See ee se tS bk 3 


pis, 


MEAT’ AND FOOD INSPECTION: — 


Visits to Slaughter Houses te de 378, die 3 
Meat Vans—Stalls, etc. Hic ae ah se 14 
Visits to Butchers’ Shops, etc. .... = a as 76 
Miscellaneous meat inspection visits sas ae oa 16 
Fishmongers __... ie a oy a si: 18 
Grocers’ Shops 3 * es: Ba ae 50 
Greengrocers and Fruiterers i: sie ge ant 24 
Cowsheds ee = a as 0% os 418 
Retail Dairies, etc. my a ce si as 48 
Ice Cream Premises ae ets “es yt se 30 
Food Preparing Premises oe 7 2 e 65 
Cafes, Restaurants - a ee ae at 43 
Food Poisoning enquiries 26d zs ~~ Zc 18 
Miscellaneous visits = di at seit “e 21 
. HOUSING: — 


Post-war Housing Progress up to 31st March, 1948: 
1. Number of dwellings completed: — 


Prefab. bungalows ies ip a 50 
Bungalows _ ... ier we ot 4 
Flats see a fe she 4 
Swedish houses as a nee 16 
Hut conversions ae ee see 10 
Permanent houses it Me se 80 

Total ae — 164 


2. Permanent houses in course of erection or con- 
tracts being drawn up (including 72 Airey 


houses) 143 
3. Conversion of huts into Temporary “Dwellings 
(ten-year) 4 36 
4. Conversion of huts into Temporary "Dwellings 
(five-year) Sie bt i ae 10 
Totaly ~. 3 353 
Number of houses built or in course of erection by private 
enterprise =a at =e Permanent 35 
Temporary 19 
Summary of action taken under the Housing Acts during the year: — 
Houses inspected be ae oe s ne 308 
Reinspections made ae be wis es Pe RKB 
Demolition orders made nae he Ree Sh Nil 
Houses demolished fe a 3 he 4 
Undertakings (Section 11) accepted _ <a of _ 6 
Undertakings (Section 11) cancelled Sin sie big 2 
Houses made fit : 140 


Since the passing of the Housing Act, 1930, ‘the following action 
has been taken: — 


Houses demolished abe ade oe ie 228 F380 
Houses demolished (voluntarily)... nar 11 
Houses in respect of which undertakings (Section 11) have been 

accepted Les eh, nae = sag 62 


Houses (or parts) closed ... a4 LS ea ae Kh 4 

Houses made fit by formal action ... me ate +: 18 

Houses made fit by informal action ihe 753 
Note.—These figures are totals up to 31.3.48. 


The work of the Department in this field has been severely handicapped 
owing to (a) the acute shortage of housing accommodation precluding as it 
does, the normal demolition procedure and abolition of unfit accommodation 
and (bd) the very low permitted rents generally applicable in the area which 
bear no relation to the present-day cost of repairs and maintenance. ‘The 
shortage of local building labour able to undertake general repair of old 
cottages remains acute. As a result of these difficulties it has been found 
impossible to deal with more than the essential repairs and these mainly as 
a result of informal action under the Public Health Act, 1936. Consequently, 
there are many families required to remain in sub-standard cottages which 
cannot be repaired at a reasonable cost. Only the provision of new houses 
can remedy this state of affairs together with a review of the Rent Restric- 
tions Acts in the light of present-day costs. 

The Rural Housing Survey, held to be somewhat premature by the 
County Joint Housing Committee, has not yet been commenced. 

Some idea of the size of the problem may be gained when it is realized 


that in spite of the erection of nearly 1,500 houses by the Council since - 


1919, the number of applicants awaiting accommodation at the end of 1947 
was approximately 1,900 (including 470 agricultural workers). This shows 
an increase of nearly 200 since the end of 1946. 


REQUISITIONING 

The Chief Sanitary Inspector has been responsible for the requisition- 
ing of premises for persons inadequately housed and the reconditioning and 
conversion of such premises into flats where necessary. At the end of the 
year, under review, 62 properties were retained by the Council on requisi- 
tioning orders providing accommodation for 74 family units. The value of 
this work should not be underestimated—since not only does it provide 
additional housing accommodation so urgently needed, but prevents 
properties remaining unoccupied for unreasonable periods. 


TEMPORARY HUTMENTS 

The Chief Sanitary Inspector was made responsible for the adaptation 
of 22 huts on two ex-military sites occupied by squatters and work was 
completed during the year. Several additional sites have now been taken 
over and having regard to the work involved, the responsibility has been 
transferred to the Council’s architectural staff. By the 31st March, 1948, 60 
hutments and temporary buildings providing accommodation for 63 family 
units had.been taken over by the Council. 


WATER SUPPLY: — 

Since my comprehensive statement contained in the Report for 1945, a 
mains supply has been provided to the village of Hauxton and distribution 
mains are being laid throughout Waterbeach. One new bored well has been 
sunk to replace a defective public pump in Horningsea and a small mains 
extension carried out by the Water Company at Fulbourn Drift, Teversham. 

After Public Inquiry the Fulbourn pumping station (previously closed 
under the provisions of the Cambridge University and Town Waterworks 
Act, 1910) was re-opened during the year by the Company to afford an 
additional source of supply. The water is suitably chlorinated. 
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Estimated 


Progress made 

with Schemes 

for affording 
supplies 


Western Area 

Scheme approved 

commencing date 
given for 

1st March, 1948 


| Scheme prepared 


| and approved— 

| no starting date 
fixed 

| Scheme prepared 
-ard awaiting app. 

| of Ministry. 

) Isolated hamlet 
not yet provided 

J for. 


Scheme prepared 
for submission to 
Ministry 


Total 
Esti- Gallons 
mated | per day 
Popu- | required 
Parish lation | for all Suggested source 
(1942) | purposes of supply 
Barton TeV REI) YR oat 
Comberton 539 15,293 wallciot-the 
Toft 257 7,698 Chesterton and 
Harlton 289 7,890 St tives Jone 
Haslingfield 685 21.198 Wiatck Board 
Eltisley 283 10.550 
Croxton 193 11,309 
Graveley 176 5,922 Ditto 
Papworth St. Agnes 103 3,331 
Dry Drayton 14,743 ' iy 
Childerley } 410 | 4'a85 Ditto 
Hardwick 444 11,324 
Horningsea 327 13,202 Cambridge 
Water 
Landbeach 464 16.108 Company 
Newton 257 5,278 Undetermined 


SU PHICSENCY OF SUPPLY :— 


Schemes prepared 
and approved— 

commencing dates 
Horningsea 1/7/48 
Landbeach 1/9/48 


Awaiting decision 
as to source of 
supply 


During the year it was necessary to cart water as follows : 


Parish 


Caldecote 
Dry Drayton 
Eltisley 
Croxton 
Toft 


Papworth St. Agnes 


Hardwick 
Comberton 


Approx. Gallons per week 


Duration 


Total Gallons per week 9,700 


Continuously 


As will be seen from the above table, the necessity for carting water 
for drinking and domestic purposes has increased considerably during the 
year. At the present time the Council has 35 tanks placed at convenient 
points in these parishes, which are filled as often as necessary by means of 
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an ex-army 800-gallon tanker. This service must of necessity continue until 
the mains supplies are available. 

At the Council’s Waterworks at Harston (supplying Harston Village 
only) the depressed level of the greensand bore has dropped below the 
effective working depth of the existing pumps and a scheme is in hand for 
the substitution of a submersible type pump. 

The wells at Bourn, Kingston and Fenstanton, supplying the Chesterton 
and St. Ives Joint Water Board are yielding an adequate supply at present, 
but in view of the future requirements of the constituent authorities con- 
sideration is being given to the provision of additional sources of supply. 
CHLORINATION 

With the exception of two works serving single parishes (Harston and 
Willingham) all public supplies were chlorinated. 

SAMPLING 

The public supplies are sampled monthly for chemical analysis and 
bacteriological examination and, apart from high hardness figures, the 
results have been quite satisfactory. The possibility of softening the Over 
and Joint Water Board supplies might be considered. 


TYPICAL RESULTS OF ANALYSES OF PUBLIC SUPPLIES 


“ “” “ 
oO ate o x x 
2S £9 S ie 9 
Test 55 es >, $ c fe 4 
Es =8 EG Cs 2s 
os 3s S38 rs os 
Physical Characters good good good good good 
Reaction (pH value) a3 7/p?4 fig. ee) 7 
Parts per 100,000 
Chlorine 1.95 3.55 8.6 2.25 5:75 
Ammonia (free and saline) 0.0906 absent | 0.0006 0.0444 | 0.0008 
Ammonia (albuminoid) 0.0004 0.0008 | 0.0006 | 0.0004 | 0.0156 
Oxygen absorbed in 3 hours 1 
At37-G. 0.0240 | 0.0378 | 0.033 0.0312 | 0.2013 
Nitrites absent | absent | absent | absent | absent 
Nitrates 0.60 0.85 absent | absent | absent 
Poisonous Metals absent | absent | absent absent | absent 
Bacteriological Examination 
Coliform organisms in 100 mls..| absent | absent | absent | absent | absent 
No. of microorganisms per ml 
developing at 37°C. nil nil nil nil nil. 
Ditto at 21°C. nil nil - nil nil nil 
Maximum Hardness during year 
(grains per gall.) 15.22 24.22 21.68* 4.00 34.60 
Minimum ditto 8.4 22.70 19.48 | 3.48 28.16 


* This figure occasionally reaches 36.0 degrees. 


Total Number of samples taken... ‘ 93 
Samples from Public supplies e Ue 54 
Samples from private wells, etc. .., A 36 
Samples reported safe for drinking ba 63 
Samples reported unsafe for drinking ae 30 
Water supplies to Houses improved as a 

result of action by the Department go 
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PUBLIC CLEANSING: — 


The Department now operates a scheme of refuse collection by direct 
labour in all parishes. The schedule of collection is now as follows: — 


COLLECTIONS, 1947 


Weekly | Hses. 


Girton 553 
Histon 790 
Impington | 389 
Gt. Shelford| 723 
Lt. Shelford | 172 
Stapleford | 245 
6 parishes | 2,872 


House Refuse 


| Fortnightly | Hses. Monthly Hses.| By Request | Hses. 

Waterbeach | 444 | Barton 171 | Newton 86 
Landbeach | 185 | Bourn 22 Knapwell 28 
Milton 195 | Boxworth 57) | Pap. st. 
Hauxton 108 | Caxton 94 Agnes | 28 
Harston 275 | Caldecote 105 

Childerley 7 

Conington 31 

Cottenham 794 

Coton 111 

Comberton 189 

Croxton 60 

Dry Drayton 111 

Fen Ditton 170 

Fulbourn 408 

Grantchester | 156 

Elsworth 134 

Eltisley 87 

Fen Drayton 181 

Graveley 45 

Haslingfield 208 

Harlton 74. 

Horningsea 107 

Hardwick 144 

Lolworth 32 

Longstantons | 126 

Madingley 58 

Oakington 

Wastlek } 159 

Over 302 

Rampton 68 

Quy 106 

Toft 74 

Swavesey 263 

Teversham 134 

Wilbraham Gt. 2 

Wilbraham Lt. 

Willingham 504 

| 5 parishes | 1,.207| 38 parishes 5,713 | 3 parishes 142 


This Department also undertakes the collection of nightsoil as follows:— 


Collection of Night Soil 


Weekly Houses 

Waterbeach 444 

Grantchester (part) by contract 50 
2 parishes 494 houses 


The semi-urban parishes adjoining the Borough have a weekly collec- 
tion and the remaining parishes now have a collection not less frequently 
than once per month with the exception of three small parishes where 
collections are arranged periodically upon request. A quantity of B.S.S. 
dustbins have been purchased for resale to the public at cost price in order 
to encourage the provision of suitable bins. This scheme has worked very 
successfully and over 350 bins have been sold.’ 


DisposaL: — 

Disposal is carried out by controlled tipping at five tips (Histon, Haux- 
ton, Landbeach, Fulbourn and Fen Drayton). The Fen Drayton tip was 
acquired during the year by compulsory purchase. The tips generally are 
maintained in good condition, having regard to the fact that all covering 
material has to be transported and the shortage of labour. 


CEsspooL EMPTYING: — 

With a view to facilitating the emptying of cesspools in the Area the 
Council obtained a Karrier-Commer 700-gallon cesspool emptier in Septem- 
ber, 1947, and it is intended to provide a service to all householders at a 
nominal charge. This will undoubtedly prove of great benefit to house- 
holders until such time as the proposed sewerage scheme can be put into 
effect in the semi-urban parishes. 


COLLECTION OF SALVAGE: — 

The Chief Sanitary Inspector has now been made Salvage Officer and 
the collection and disposal of salvage is under the full control of the Depart- 
ment. A Nissen hut has been acquired and erected at Histon ‘Tip and is 
used for the baling and storage of waste paper. Considerable publicity has 
been given in the press and by personal appeal to shopkeepers, etc., to the 
urgent necessity for saving all waste paper and the returns show a gratifying 
increase over previous years. Still further improvement is anticipated in 
the coming year. 


Summary of Public Cleansing Work carried out 


during 1947 
House REFUSE 


Estimated tons collected and disposed of ... 3,342 tons 
Estimated number of clearances a3 168,000 
Cost per ton (collection and disposal)... 21/7d. 
Cost per clearance. aa 5d. 
Estimated mileage per ton (3 vehicles) i 8.54 
Cost per mile Sis 8.3d. 
NIGHT SOIL COLLECTION ‘(direct labour) 

Total number of bucket clearances oe 15,035 
Estimated cost per clearance... bre 4.0d. 
Contract price per bucket clearance ee 6d. 


CEssPpooL EMPTYING 
Number of cesspools emptied between 16h 


September and 31st December of 59 
Number of loads = ne ates 85 (39,500 galls.) 
SALVAGE ‘ 
Actual tonnage of waste paper collected : 
and baled - oi #03 27 tons 11 cwts. 
Estimated income ny am se £165 


Io 


The cost of refuse collection and disposal shows some increase on the 
figures for 1946 owing to increased cost of-vehicle maintenance, new rates 
of wages, and non-recurrent charges (provision of Nissen huts, etc.). 

It is gratifying to note how quickly the public cleansing service has 
developed and extended since my Report for 1945 and great credit is due 
to the officer concerned. 


SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS: — 

There are no public or privately owned baths or pools in the district 
which are open to the public. There is, however, considerable bathing in 
the River Cam above and below Cambridge. Some anxiety is felt in this 
connection having regard to the condition of the River, which receives a 
certain amount of trade waste from manufacturing premises at Hauxton 
and Sawston. The position is being closely watched. 


SHOPS ACT, 1934: — 

There are 292 shops of various categories on the register and more 
than half are in conjunction with private houses. No formal action under 
the Act was necessary during the year. The small mixed village store still 
presents something of a problem and a somewhat liberal interpretation of 
the Act must be allowed. The work of the Department has largely been 
concentrated on food shops, which is reported more fully in the next section. 


MOVEABLE DWELLINGS AND CAMPING SITES: — 


The number of persons forced to occupy caravans owing to the acute 
shortage of housing accommodation is reflected in the increased number of 
licences issued. Broadly speaking, applications fall into two categories (1) 
for sites of the holiday type where no permanent occupation is intended 
and (2) for licences in respect of caravans used for permanent occupation. 
In the case of the first category every effort is made to preserve the local 
amenities, particularly on riverside sites, and only decent type car trailer 
caravans are permitted. The second category presents more difficulty since 
the distinction between a “moveable dwelling” and a “temporary building” 
under the Public Health Act, 1936, is somewhat fine. Structures other than 
trailer type caravans are discouraged as far as possible and railway carriages 
and converted buses rejected. The usual seasonal influx of caravan dwellers 
for the fruit picking season was experienced, but their stay is of short 
duration and no formal action was necessary. 


Number of licences issued for sites ... ees 9 
Maximum number of vehicles involved *19 fee Ha) a4)Garavans 
Number of licences issued for single caravans ... eee” 
Number of licences refused Hgts 


* These huts are in connection with fruit pickers’ camps and are 
occupied seasonally only. 


VERMINOUS PREMISES AND PERSONS: — 

Very few complaints were received during the year and the District 
remains fairly free from infestation. The principal problem is still that of 
old persons living alone and being incapable of looking after themselves. 
Even when such persons can be persuaded to remove to an institution, 
there is usually insufficient accommodation to permit this. It is to be hoped 
that greater attention will be given to the provision of groups of flats or 
bungalows for the aged where communal facilities and supervision can be 
arranged. 


II 


Visits and inquiries re verminous premises and/or persons... 45 
Premises fumigated bee ie a! aa, Oe 
Persons removed to Institutions for cleansing... oa 2 


Improvement is desirable in the arrangements for the cleansing of ver- 
minous persons. No action was necessary under the Scabies Order, 1941, 
and one is pleased to record the very low incidence of this disease with the 
return to more normal conditions. 


RODENT DESTRUCTION: — 


The Rats and Mice (Destruction) Acts and the Infestation Order, 1943, 
are administered by the County Council through the agency of the Agricul- 
tural Executive Committee. This arrangement has the advantage that all 
duties in this connection are discharged by one authority only. Suitable 
contracts are entered into for the regular inspection and clearance of Coun- 
cil’s property such as Refuse Tips, etc. 


DRAINAGE AND CLOSET ACCOMMODATION: — 


Visits in connection with drainage... ts ia 918 
House drains, new or repaired ned ibe ee 38 
Closet accommodation, new or improved * “xa 18 
Privies converted as one ss spt 4 
Ashpits abolished we Sid ak ay 3 


Improvements to common parish drains were carried out at Elsworth, 
Oakington and Dry Drayton. In an area of this character, the absence of 
fall and the heavy clay subsoil present considerable difficulty in the 
provision of suitable drainage facilities to individual properties. This 
problem has naturally been intensified by the increased dissemination of 
piped water supplies and the public demand for more.modern facilities. The 
provision of cesspools in accordance with the Bye-laws does not offer any 
solution and the majority rapidly become offensive. Much continues to be 
done by the Department to encourage the grouping of properi.cs and the 
installation of small treatment plants wherever possible. 


One is pleased to record that final approval has been received to the 
Council’s proposals for sewering the six semi-urban parishes adjoining 
Cambridge (Histon, Impington, Girton, Great and Little Shelford and 
Stapleford). Tenders have been invited for this work. A scheme is in 
course of preparation for the parish of Fulbourn (which it is hoped will 
include the parishes of Teversham and Fen Ditton) and a scheme has been 
submitted for Milton. There is an urgent need for sewerage at Cottenham 
and it is hoped that a scheme will be prepared shortly. 


SCHOOLS: — 


The new Education Act envisages a much higher standard for school 
premises than in the past—particularly in the case of the old non-provided 
schools. But for the present-day restrictions and shortage of building 
labour and materials, many schemes already in hand would have been com- 
pleted. The expansion of the school meals service and the new and im- 
proved kitchens, etc., already provided, is particularly pleasing. 
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INSPECTION OF FOOD AND FOOD PREMISES 


MILK SUPPLY: — 


The number of authorities at present responsible for the control of 
milk production tends to become confusing, especially from the producers’ 
point of view. However, this aspect of the Department’s work has again 
received considerable attention during the year. With the introduction, of 
the Ministry of Agriculture’s Advisory Service and the educational facilities 
now available, one is pleased to note a growing appreciation amongst pro- 
ducers of the necessity for producing safe milk under clean conditions, The 
general standard of the dairy herds throughout the area show marked im- 
provement and it is significant that over 43°/ of all farms now produce 
either “Tuberculin Tested” or “Accredited” milk. 


Number of Wholesale Producers on Register... sai 173 
Number of Retail Producers on Register Ae os 41 
Number of Wholesale and Retail Producers _... srs 19 
Number of Retail Purveyors 16 


The Cambridgeshire County Council amie: the “Milk (Special 
Designations) Orders and included in the above figures are 44 producers of 
“Tuberculin Tested” milk and 58 “Accredited” producers. (Approximately 
18°% and 25°% respectively.) There are no pasteurizing plants in the area. 
Sampling by the Department is now only undertaken for special investigation 
purposes. During the year under review the only complaints received and 
investigated were in connection with tainted milk from one farm adjoining 
a chemical factory. The cause was ascertained and steps taken to prevent a 
recurrence of the trouble. 


Improvements carried out to cowsheds and dairies by informal action 
were as follows: — 


Informal notices served ae: ae, “i oe 68 
New cowsheds constructed ... “Eh bee ee 5 
Cowsheds improved—new floors, ete. o a Il 
New or improved drainage ... Br Sit ax 6 


Yards and approaches improved 4 
Water supply laid on or improved he nae 5 
New daries built ane #8 io ue 6 
Dairies improved ait 5 
New Machines—coolers, sterilizers and utensils, etc. 3 


RETAIL DaAtRIES 


Number on register .& 7 Sb sth 15 
Visits paid a ites am oe a 48 


These premises are of a reasonably high standard and during the year 
one dairy was. completely rebuilt and modernized and one improved. No 
formal action was necessary. 


BAKEHOUSES: — 
Number on Register se ee Ss. a 23 
Inspections recorded 52 Re Se Sei 47 
Notices served and complied with... 5a a. 10 


as 


These premises are mainly small village bakehouses and the require- 
ments of the Factories Act and Food and Drugs Act, 1938, are complied 
with. : 


As a result of action by the Department, one unfit bakehouse has 
been closed and modern two-storied premises substituted, and in-addition 
the following improvements have been carried out: — 


Improved washing facilities 

Improved flour store 

New drainage 

General repairs and/or decorations 
Improved or new machines, ovens, etc. 


NNER 


PRESERVED FOOD PREMISES (Sec. 14 Food and Drugs Act,. 1938). 


Total number on register... ee = oS 49 
Manufacture of Sante etc. bs: a: my 25 
Fish-fryers ee sie si ssh 6 
Sale only of ice cream a on. Ae 18 


There are no manufacturers of ice cream in the area. The majority of 
these premises were brought up to the required standard during 1946, par- 
ticular attention being paid to the provision of adequate washing facilities 
for the persons employed. During 1947 the following improvements have 
been recorded as a result of informal action by the Department: — 


SAUSAGE MAKING PREMISES, improved or reconditioned 3 
Improved washing facilities—geysers fitted, etc. 2 
New refrigerators or improved storage facilities 1 
Water supply improved 1 

Friep FisH SHops, improved or reconditioned 1 
Improved equipment installed 1 
Improved washing facilities 1 
Redecoration 1 

Ice CrEAM PREMISES, improved (new refrigerators) 1 


The 18 premises registered for the sale of ice cream comply with the 
minimum standards laid down—and no action has been necessary under the 
Ice Cream (Heat Treatment) Regulations, 1947. 


FOOD SHOPS AND CAFES AND OTHER FOOD PREMISES: — 
Recorded visits during the sa were as follows: — 


Butchers’ Shops... : +e se We 76 
Fishmongers, Poulterers, ete. oF Me 33 18 
Grocers : o P Ms 50 
Greengrocers, Fruiterers, etc. _ wag as 24 
Retail Dairies Tes ioe ity i ont 48 
Cafes, Restaurants, etc. ant ia ii sce 43 
Miscellaneous visits to food shops = . se 20 


Great importance has been attached to the regular inspection of 
premises where food is prepared, stored or sold and every effort is being 
made to raise the standard generally. In particular, attention has been 
given to the provisions of Sec. 13 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, especi- 
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ally with regard to proper washing facilities. Circular letters have been 
addressed to all shopkeepers setting out briefly their obligations in this 
connection and the majority have co-operated fully. But for the difficulty 
in obtaining the necessary labour and materials, much more work would 
have been carried out. The progress in this field is, however, gratifying 
and the standard of food premises generally is now quite good. 


As a result of informal action (including the service of 18 informal 
notices) the following improvements have been recorded: — 


New shop prémises built to replace unsuitable Scales de 

New Cafes built 

Food shops substantially reconditioned, improved or re- 
decorated, etc. ; 

New drainage installed 

Improved lighting ah 

Food storage improved, new ‘refrigerators, lies 3: 

Improved closet accommodation he 

Improved washing facilities, es fitted, ete; . 

Water laid on : Lae 


LICENSED PREMISES: — 

The Department’s action last year with regard to the poor facilities 
existing at many licensed premises in the area has brought about a marked 
improvement. The Brewers have shown ready co-operation in improving 
the sanitary accommodation and glass washing facilities and but for the 
limitations imposed by the Civil Licensing Authorities, many more schemes 
would have been put in hand. In particular, the following improvements 
have been noted: — 


— 
Noe 


Re sI BBD WH 


— 
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New sanitary accommodation provided 
Existing sanitary accommodation improved 
New drainage installed 

Existing drainage improved 

Improved glass washing facilities provided 
Constant hot-water supplies installed 
Premises reconditioned structurally 
Premises completely redecorated 

Mains water laid on ; 

Beer storage facilities improved 

Beer engines installed 


MEAT AND OTHER FOODS: — 

Private slaughtering was discontinued in 1940 and meat for the whole 
district is supplied from Government slaughter houses and depots in Cam- 
bridge. The supervision of butchers’ premises and vehicles continues to 
receive attention and frequent inspection of meat in the shops is carried out. 

The manner in which meat and offals are transported from Cambridge 
still leaves room for improvement although no formal action was necessary 
during the. year. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1933: — 


—_— 
~ 
~— 


m DOW 


Licences to slaughter renewed oe a wi 26 
New licences granted ct 28 Z 
Total on register at 31st December, 1947 as va 26 


15 


Little killing takes place in the area with the exception of an occasional 
casualty and the slaughter of pigs under licence. The administration of the 
Act with regard to humane slaughter is extremely difficult as private owners 
are not, at present, required to have their pigs killed in a proper slaughter 
house. No known case of infringement of the Act was revealed during the 
year. 


OFFENSIVE TRADES: — 


Apart from one licensed Knacker’s Yard, where only occasional 
slaughter takes place, there are no offensive trades in the area. 


UNSOUND FOODSTUFFS: — 


In May, 1947, a minor outbreak of food poisoning occurred at Water- 
beach, involving 11 known cases. The caysative agent was found to be 
liver sausage prepared outside the area and infected with staphylococcus 
aureus. As a result of prompt action by the Department, the outbreak was 
confined to the 11 cases first infected, all of which made good recovery. 


No cases were notified during the year involving foodstuff prepared in 
this area. 


Some idea of the variety of foodstuffs dealt with during the year may 
be obtained from the abbreviated list given below of goods condemned as 
unfit for human consumption. The majority of the articles were condemned 
in small quantities as a result of routine visits to food premises. The 
‘majority of the meat was condemned owing to loss of condition and decom- 
position arising from transit or storage and in only one case (imported 
mutton) was disease involved. The imported fruit pulp was condemned at 
a local jam factory owing to fermentation and deterioration during transit. 


Summary of Foodstuffs Condemned 


Home KiLtLtep Meat: — 


269 lbs. beef (miscellaneous) 
44 lbs. pork (miscellaneous) 
One carcase of mutton. 


ImporTED MEAT: — 
Forequarter of beef (135 lbs.) 


TINNED Goops: — 


Meat eae oy - ¥. 2 196 tins 
Fish rie a ae sot 5 tins 
Milk sh se ate ae 42 tins 
Soups, Vegetables, etc. i Bee 94 tins 
Fruit a ae a as 3 tins 
Pickles e jin wa 6 galls. 
Sauces, etc, wad He ie 4 bottles 
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FRESH FRUIT, VEGETABLES, ETC.: —— 


Potatoes aH ast ae ae 20 cwts. 
dtomatoes.” <:: a ~*~ ot 28 lbs. 
Oranges ee ne ee a 194 lbs. 
Apples os oes be oe 173 lbs. 
Lemons ae ae nae Me 17 lbs. 
Onions = ae 452 Sf 84 lbs. 
RATIONED Goops: — 
Bread a Ax, ee mi 210 lbs. 
Flour he st oe ay 140 lbs. 
Tea ae et SF a. 14 lbs. 
Breakfast Cereals st $3 ee 38 packets 
Oats a oe as ae 14 lbs. 
Macaroni ae os eae 5 ie 140 lbs. 
Eggs Ri he oe ae 30 
Cheese RG a ee a 81 Ibs. . 
Cakes "8 sre ae tee 1124 lbs. 
Dried Fruit am 34 ee 2714 lbs. 
Bacon aa ae ba ae 123 lbs, 
MISCELLANEOUS: — 
Jamaican Bitter Orange Pulp ... xe 170 casks 


The destination of all condemned and damaged foodstuffs consigned 
into the area for manufacturing or animal feeding purposes was checked. 


FACTORIES: — 


A summary of the work carried out under the Factories Acts is 
appended below: — 


Number of Factories with mechanical power ae 106 
Number of Factories without mechanical power ve at 
Inspections recorded a. £ at he. 128 
Notification of outworkers received . Ss =. 13 
Infected premises oe Nil 


Notices were served in respect of the following defects: — 

Absence of, or insufficient sanitary accommodation 

Defective sanitary accommodation 

Cleansing of sanitary accommodation 

Defective drainage 

Absence of water supply 

Cleansing or limewashing of premises 

Accumulation of refuse - 

Absence of washing facilities 5 

As a result of action by the Department the following in im- 
provements have been recorded during the year: — 

New or additional sanitary accommodation provided 

Improved sanitary accommodation 

Suitable washing facilities provided 

New drainage installed 

Ventilation improved 


me DOWD ee OO 
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Cleansing or redecoration of premises 
Structural repairs or improvements ... 
Water laid on Pe 

Suitable thermometers installed 
Notices displayed 


mh ee DN 


The majority of premises registered are small undertakings employing 
only a very limited number of persons. The Department is not responsible 
for the administration of Sections 34-37 of the Factories ihe 1937 (means 


of escape in case of fire). 


PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS 
AND OTHER DISEASES 


The following table shows the number of cases notified together with 
the age incidence. 


Analysis of Notifiable Diseases Under Age Groups 


Q 
“ - 
ov —— “ 
Disease 3 2 At Ages—Years 2 A F 
So : ES |a 
a a oy ee ey eM 
Scarlet Fever) 9 |— — — — — 5 3 41 —~—~- —~—~ ~— — 7 Te 
Measles 3385396 16.019". 30 938174 9 25) emis Seo Lobos 
Whooping . - 

Cough 9010-32 This 9. 10 #36 cers: eee 2— 2 4 
Typhoid 1 —- — 1—- — —— 
Dysentry— 

(Flexner) 24 = -- — 1 2 6. 10°: Si teaasi 
Pneumonia 31 30k 2 256 see 2. aS ie 1 13 
Puerperal 

Pyrexia 2/—- —- —- —- — — - 2 — — —| — |~— 
Erysipelas 6 f= i = SS Ss SS SS eee = 
Poliomelitis 30 |= === — SS 8 OS eee 3 

Totals 504. |19 19 32 40 50226 36 8.24) 16> 99) 15) eaten 


It will be seen from the above Table that there has been no particular 
incidence of any of the major infectious diseases. The three cases of Polio- 
myelitis had no connection with one another and no source of infection 
could be traced, although detailed investigations were undertaken. The 
case of Typhoid and those of Flexner Dysentery all occurred at a Mental 
Hospital in the area. The number of cases of Measles and Whooping 
Cough shows an increase on, the previous year, the figures for 1946 being 
:—Measles 177cases, Whooping Cough 19 cases. 


The arrangements for Diphtheria Immunisation have continued to 
function satisfactorily. It is estimated that 85% of children under five 
years and 78% between five and fifteen have been fully protected. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
New cases and Mortality during 1947 


New Cases and Mortality during 1947. 


New Cases Deaths 
Age Respiratory Non- | Respiratory Non- 

Years Respiratory Respiratory 
Meier em eM TF : 

0 — 3 — = =t-5 — = _ 

1 _ — 3 — == — 1 = 

5 — ~ 4 3 _ _ — — 
15 3 9 -- — 1 1 - _ 
25 8 6 _ — 2 2 — = 
35 3 5 — 1 1 1 — = 
45 3 3 — a = — os = 
55 2 — — = 3 ~ — = 
65+ — — 1 — = 1 = = 
Totals} 19 23 8 4 7 5 1] — 


The above figures include 3 cases not notified before death. 

No action has been called for under the Public Health (Prevention of 
Tubercolosis) Regulations, 1935, or under Section 172 of the Public 
Health Act, 1936. 


(Signed) ARTHUR MORGAN, o.a.,M.R.C.S, D.P.H. 
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